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PANEL ON SCIENCE
10 EXPAND SCOPE

States atands in general science,
in each of its major sclence dis-|.
ciplines and in the educational
needs and demands relative to
sclentists and technicians and
be in a position to advise Con-{|
Bress concerning the problems,

House Group Hopes to Keep needs, demands, ramificatigqs
Eye on All U.8. Programs %ﬁterss‘_’,l.“tmns to  scientifio

In this manner, the plan
points out, the committee could
become the “legislative. coun-
terpart” to the Fedefal Counci]
on Science and Technology. This
White House committee was set
up in the Hisenhower Adminis-
tration to coordinate scientific
policy and programs. The coun-
cil is headed by the President's
selence adviser, Dr. Jerome B,

Bj) JOHN W, FINNEY
‘ Speclal to The New York Times,
- WABHINGTON, Jan. 14—The
Housé Committee on Science
and Astronautics is now be-
Ing rebuilt info the Congres-
slonal obgervation ‘post on the
American scientific scene,

The reorganization and re-
direction of the House’s newes
{legislative committee may fil

Wiesner, It is composed of rep-
resentatives from all agencles
and departments cohducting

major reséarch programs.
Advisers Would Testify

The committee, the plan said,
could also “provide that cloger
relationship “hetween Congress
and Adminlstration [scientific]
policy-makers which the times
appeay to warrant.” For
example, the plan suggests
that among the witnesses at
the status-of-science hearings
should be top Government sci-
entific. officials, such as the
President’s sclence adviser and
the director of the National Sci-
ence Foundation, as well gs lead-
ing scientists in each of the ma-~
Jor scientific disciplines,

Some members of the Presi-
dent’s Bclence Advisory Com-
mittee belleve that the Congres-
sional committee’'s plan could
have significant - repercussions|:
on sclentific glanning and man-
agement within the Executive
branch.

what has been fegarded by
many in Congress, the Execu
tive branch and the scientific
community as the most seri-
ous present.gap in the Govern-
ment's organization for direct-
Ing an expanding scientific-
technological effoit.

Since the first Soviet satel-
lite mote than four Yyéars ago,
the Executive byanch has been
reorganized so that the White
House. for the first time can
keep a compréhensive eye on
the multitudinous scientific pro-
grams of the Government.
Within Congress, however,
the sclentific programs have
tended to become compartment-
alized - among several commit-
tees. One result has been that in
voting appropriations Congress-
men have had no over-all per-
8pective of the nation’s scien-
tific needs and directions.

Sélence to Be Stressed

As he takes over the chair-
manghip of the three-year-old
House Committes on ~Sclence
and Astronautics, Representa-
tive George P, Miller belleves
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Miller, Californis Demo-
crat, the ' chairman of
the House Committee on

Sclence_ and . Astronautics.
v ——————

for Mr. Miller by George J,
Feldman, a New York lawyer
who served as the staff direc-
tor ‘of the House Select Space
Committee. "his  commiittee
drafted the law creating the
Natlonal 8pace and Aecronautics
Administration and the House
committee,

Plan Is Outlined

In suggesting that the
mittee broaden its interest, apid
Jurisdiction to include the. &ii-
tire field of sclenece, the plan
noted' that “‘Congress, utilike.
the Executive branch, has here-
tofore had no real channel for
obtainihg & periodic over-all

T

-

that the *“big challenge” fac-
ing it is to provide -such g com-
prehensive survey of the scien-

look at the state of American
sclence.” The report continued:

“The President has his Sci.

tific scene for Congress. The
California Democrat became
chairman of the committee with
the death last S8eptember of Rep-
resentative Overton Brooks,
Demoerat of Loulsiana,
Until now the committee has
tended to concentrate on the
astronautics part of its title.
Mr, Miller made clear in an
interview that he will turn more
and more to constderation of
broader sclentific problems and
other areas of scientific re-
search. ,
One proposal being favorably
considered by Mr, Miller is for
the committee to have periodic
statug-of-science  hearings to

ence Advisory Committee and
the Federal Council for Science
and Technolo%y to help him in
this respect. Congress has had
no corresponding body, and the
result has often been difficul-
ty in coordinating legislative
Eolicy. Scientific ~ information
8s . naturally bheen diffused
throughout Congress because
of the varying committee juris-
dictions. . .

“This seems to be a prablem
which the Committee on Sci-
ence and Astronautics could do
much to solve, It might begin
by setting itself the task of
staylng closely abreast of the
development of conternporary|

find out where the nation 1s go-|sclence—and toward this end
ing in different f .eldi 9. xe- |the holding of ‘status-of-sclence’
ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ the peeds of various |hearings at least every two
] ¢ disciplipes, years might
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